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“Fruit Facts” – Saturday, July 3 2021
Spotted wing drosophila has now been caught in traps across all counties of the Lake Ontario region. Although we are not
yet at “sustained trap catch” (i.e., we have not yet trapped swd in any location two weeks in a row), I highly recommend
anyone with any susceptible fruit begin controlling for spotted wing now. Susceptible crops include raspberries,
blackberries, cherries, blueberries, peaches, and thin-skinned grapes. Most fruits become susceptible to attack as soon as
they begin to blush or soften.
Spotted wing can be managed using a combination of cultural and chemical practices. You will need to be diligent.
•

Excellent sanitation will reduce SWD populations. Fruit should be harvested frequently and completely to
prevent the buildup of ripe and over-ripe fruit. Unmarketable fruit should be removed from the field and either
frozen, “baked” in clear plastic bags placed in the sun, or disposed of in bags off-site. This will kill larvae, remove
them from your crop, and prevent them from emerging as adults.

•

Cool berries immediately. Chilling berries immediately after harvest to 32° – 34° F will slow or stop the
development of larvae and eggs in the fruit. U-Pick customers should be encouraged to refrigerate fruit
immediately to maintain fruit quality at home.

•

An open canopy and dripline irrigation will make the environment less favorable. Prune to maintain an open
canopy, increase sunlight and reduce humidity. This will make plantings less attractive to SWD and will improve
spray coverage. Repair leaking drip lines and avoid overhead irrigation when possible. Allow the ground and
mulch surface to dry before irrigating.

•

Insecticide sprays will kill SWD adults and thereby reduce egg laying. Insecticide treatments should begin now
(at first SWD trap catch and when highly susceptible fruit crops, such as raspberries and blackberries, are
ripening).
Insecticides should be re-applied at least every seven days and more often in the event of rain. Choose the most
effective insecticides with pre-harvest intervals that work for your picking schedule. Rotate insecticides according
to their modes of action. Quick reference guides can be found on our LOF webpage:
•

Tree Fruit and Grapes Guide http://www.hort.cornell.edu/fruit/pdfs/swd/treefruit-grape-insecticides.pdf

•

Berries Guide https://rvpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/uploads/doc_981.pdf.

You can also learn more about regional monitoring efforts for spotted wing, as well as tips for management of
this pest, on the NYS IPM SWD webpage (https://blogs.cornell.edu/swd1/).
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