
YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR RESEARCH-BASED KNOWLEDGE   

Issue 22 Volume 12 September 21, 2016 

Our teammate, mentor, and friend Carol MacNeil is retiring 
from Cornell Cooperative Extension after 40 years of service 
effective October 1, 2016. 

After completing a B.A. in Biology and Education from SUNY-
Buffalo and her M.S. in Vegetable Crops and Soils from Cor-
nell University, Carol was hired by Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension of Ontario County in 1976 as a vegetable extension 
agent. As one of the pioneering women in this position, she 
gained the respect of growers, faculty, and industry col-
leagues through her knowledge, hard work and sincere de-
sire to improve vegetable production on local farms.  

Carol’s responsibilities grew as she became part of the On-
tario-Wayne-Yates-Steuben regional team, and then as a 
member of the 12-county Cornell Vegetable Program. Al-
ways seeing challenges and looking for ways to help, Carol 
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Carol MacNeil Retiring After 40 Years as an Extension Educator 
Julie Kikkert, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 

Carol inspecting a potato leaf for signs of late blight.  
Photo: Jim Monahan, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 
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VegEdge newsletter is 
exclusively for enrollees in the 
Cornell Vegetable Program, a 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
regional agriculture team, 
serving 12 counties in  
Western New York. 

The newsletter is a service to our enrollees and is 
intended for educational purposes, strengthening the 
relationship between our enrollees, the Cornell 
Vegetable Program team, and Cornell University.  

We’re interested in your comments. Contact us at: 
CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 
480 North Main Street, Canandaigua, NY 14224 
Email: cce-cvp@cornell.edu 

Web address: cvp.cce.cornell.edu 

Contributing Writers 
Robert Hadad 
Christy Hoepting 
Julie Kikkert 
Carol MacNeil 
Judson Reid 
Darcy Telenko 

Publishing Specialist/Distribution/Sponsors 
Angela Parr 

VegEdge is published 25 times per year, parallel to the 
production schedule of Western New York growers. 
Enrollees in the Cornell Vegetable Program receive a 
complimentary electronic subscription to the 
newsletter. Print copies are available for an additional 
fee. You must be enrolled in the Cornell Vegetable 
Program to subscribe to the newsletter. For information 
about enrolling in our program, visit 
cvp.cce.cornell.edu. Cornell Cooperative Extension 
staff, Cornell faculty, and other states’ Extension 
personnel may request to receive a complimentary 
electronic subscription to VegEdge by emailing Angela 
Parr at aep63@cornell.edu. Total readership varies but 
averages 700 readers. 

Information provided is general and educational in 
nature. Employees and staff of the Cornell Vegetable 
Program, Cornell Cooperative Extension, and Cornell 
University do not endorse or recommend any specific 
product or service. 

This publication contains pesticide recommendations. 
Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and 
human errors are possible. Some materials may no 
longer be available and some uses may no longer be 
legal. All pesticides distributed, sold or applied in NYS 
must be registered with the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC). Questions 
concerning the legality and/or registration status for 
pesticide usage in NYS should be directed to the 
appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) 
specialist or your regional DEC office. 

CCE and its employees assume no liability for the 
effectiveness or results of any chemicals for pesticide 
usage. No endorsement of products or companies is 
made or implied. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING 
ANY PESTICIDE. 

Help us serve you better by telling us 
what you think. Email us at  
cce-cvp@cornell.edu or write to us at 
Cornell Vegetable Program, 480 North 
Main Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 

Over 1,000 lbs of tomatoes on our last harvest from our 2016 variety trial, September 13, 2016.  
Photo: Darcy Telenko, Cornell Vegetable Program   
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The next issue of VegEdge will be produced in 2 weeks, October 5, 2016. After that, we 
will return to our monthly format through the rest of the year and early next year.  
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has led the way in many initiatives 
such as her recent focus on improved 
soil health, production and pest man-
agement of dry beans and potatoes, 
and improving growers’ ability to 
forecast and manage late blight dis-
ease. 

Although we can never fill Carol’s 
shoes completely, her duties will be 
divided amongst CVP team mem-
bers, with the NYS IPM program and 
Cornell Faculty assuming some of the 
research responsibilities. If you have 
questions or concerns, please con-
tact Team Leader, Julie Kikkert. 

continued from cover – Carol MacNeil Retiring After 40 Years as an Extension Educator 

Do You Have Swede Midge? New Pest of Brassicas Often Misdiagnosed 
Christy Hoepting, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 

Now is a good time to scout for swede midge  
Swede midge (SM) is a tiny fly that seeks out the 
growing points of brassicas in which to lay its mi-
croscopic-sized eggs, which hatch into tiny larvae 
whose toxic saliva causes a series of abnormal 
growth. Only plants belonging to the brassica fami-
lies are hosts to swede midge, including cultivated 
brassicas, broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, 
turnips, kale, kohlrabi, etc. as well as canola and 
brassica weeds (e.g. Shepherd;s purse and wild 
mustard). With multiple generations per year that 
are active from May until October, a SM population 
can build tremendously within a single growing 
season, provided they have a suitable host to flour-
ish. It’s possible that a virtually undetectable SM 
population this spring has exploded to cause no-
ticeable damage by now. Unfortunately, SM dam-
age is often misdiagnosed and farms experience 
economical crop losses before they realize that 
swede midge is the cause. Since SM larvae are cur-
rently still quite active, now is a good time to scout 
for SM on your farm. Also check out the side blurb 
on detecting SM in kohlrabi. 

Do any of these symptoms look familiar? 

 Leaf puckering and crinkling type of damage is 
caused by earlier SM feeding that the plant is 
growing out of, so you tend to see it on middle-
aged leaves (Fig. 1). 

 Disfigured or blind heads (no growing point) are 
also readily recognizable symptoms of SM dam-
age (Fig. 2). In crops such as broccoli or cauli-
flower where the head portion of the plant is 
marketed, this type of injury has the most eco-
nomical impact. 

 Sometimes when the growing point is damaged 
by SM when the plant is fairly young, it results in 

Figure 1. Leaf puckering and crinkling caused by swede midge in broccoli (left) and cabbage 

(right). Photos from swede midge information for the U.S. website. 

Figure 2. Swede midge feeding damage on growing tip of broccoli can cause deformed (left) 
or blind (right) heads. Such damage is associated with brown corky scarring. Photos: C. Hoepting 

Figure 3. Swede midge feeding on growing tips of young plants can result in multiple shoots 
(left in broccoli) or heads (right in cabbage). Photos: J. Kikkert 
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continued on next page 

multiple side shoots/heads (as with cabbage) (Fig. 3). 

 Unfortunately, brassicas are naturally inclined to morph when injured, so 
swede midge is easily confused with other causes that cause similar types of 
injury. The key is to find brown corky scarring in association with these 
types of injuries (Fig. 2 right). 

Another key is to find the larvae.   
Larvae can be very tricky to find, because often the larvae are no longer pre-
sent in the growing points that have the best injury symptoms. After feeding 
for about one month, SM larvae drop to the soil to pupate before they emerge 
as adults and begin another life cycle. Larvae will be feeding in the growing tips 
of the plant; look for swollen petioles and minor twisting, puckering and/or 
scarring (Fig. 4). Pluck the suspicious growing tip from the plant and begin to 
peel each leaf off one by one. When SM larvae are feeding, the growing tip is 
often moist. Larvae are often found in the leaf axils (Fig. 5). SM larvae are tiny 
and only 3-4 mm in size at maturity. They are nondescript (no mouthparts, 
legs, tail pipes, wings, etc.) and initially translucent/whitish, but become in-
creasingly more yellow in color as they mature and get ready to drop to the soil 
to pupate. You may need a hand lens to see them. 

Check the broccoli and Red Russian kale for SM first. 
In our studies, we have found that broccoli and Red Russian kale tend to be 
infested with SM to a greater extent than other brassica crops. Alternatively, 
Asian brassicas such as Chinese cabbage, and winterbor kale tend to have 
much less SM infestation and damage. 
 
What to do if you have swede midge? 
The most important management strategy for controlling SM is to disrupt its 
life cycle. This can be done in a number of ways. First, know that where you 
have an infested brassica crop in the fall is where the SM are going to emerge 
the following spring. Thus, you want to break up their life cycle by not provid-
ing the overwintering generation with a suitable host first thing in the spring. 
Far and widely spaced crop rotations work best. Second, a SM-infested brassi-
ca crop should be destroyed as soon as possible after harvest is complete. 
This will prevent further buildup of the SM population, because otherwise it 
will thrive on all the secondary side shoots that are produced once the main 
harvest is completed.   

Small-scale organic growers are most at risk for economic losses from SM. 
First, organic vegetable farms tend to have a relatively small land base, some-
times less than 2 acres, which is simply not enough area for crop rotation to be 
effective. Second, conventional production of Cole crops allows for the use of 
several insecticides that are very effective in keeping SM below economically 
damaging levels. Unfortunately, none of the OMRI-listed insecticides that have 
been tested are effective against SM. Diversified vegetable farms also have 
multiple plantings of brassicas in close proximity from early spring to late fall 
and constantly have a suitable host for SM to flourish. 

Figure 4. Growing tip suspect to contain swede midge 
larvae; look for swollen petioles, slight twisting and/or 
puckering and brown scarring. Photo: H. Fraser, OMAF  

Figure 5. When leaves are peeled away from a 
growing tip, swede midge larvae are often found in the 
leaf axils. They are only 3-4 mm in size.  
Photo: C. Hoepting, CVP  

Recently, the Cornell Vegetable Program has been studying swede midge population dynamics as related to management 
practices on small-scale organic farms.   
As part of this study, we are also investigating the feasibility of using insect exclusion netting with very promising results. 
Much more information on the results of this project and consequent new management strategies will become available over 
the next year. 

For more information, or if you would like help confirming whether you have swede midge, contact Christy Hoepting 
(cah59@cornell.edu; 585-721-6953) and/or visit the SM information site for the US: http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/
swedemidge/. 

mailto:cah59@cornell.edu
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/swedemidge/
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/swedemidge/
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Kohlrabi 

DIAGNOSIS OF 

SWEDE MIDGE in 

It is not uncommon for kohlrabi to 

crack/split and have ugly brown 

scarring (Fig. 1). Some of the splitting 

could certainly be caused by growth 

spurts or other (un)known factors.  

However, this type of damage may 

also be caused by swede midge. To 

know for certain requires closer 

inspection. Look for leaf puckering 

and brown corky scarring, especially 

along the leaf axils or petioles (Fig. 

2).  If possible, see if you can find the 

larvae. Look for a suspicious growing 

tip (Fig. 3); then peel back the leaves 

and look for the larvae (Fig. 4).  

Figure 1. Cracked/disfigured and scarred kohlrabi may be caused by swede midge.  
Photos: C. Hoepting, CVP 

Figure 2. To confirm that cracking of kohlrabi is caused by swede midge, look for more diagnostic 
damage of SM, including leaf puckering (left) and brown corky scarring (right).  
Photos: C. Hoepting, CVP 

Figure 3. This kohlrabi may be infested with swede midge: brown corky 
scarring in leaf axil(s) (yellow circle), petioles on growing point are slightly 
swollen (yellow arrow), and there appears to be some scarring inside the 
growing point (blue arrow). Photo: C. Hoepting, CVP 

Figure 4. Peel back the leaves of the suspicious growing tip and look for SM 
larvae. Photo: C. Hoepting, CVP 
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Average corn earworm catch 

Per Day Per Five Days Per Week Days Between Sprays 

<0.2 <1.0 <1.4 No Spray (for CEW) 

0.2-0.5 1.0-2.5 1.4-3.5 6 days 

0.5-1.0 2.5-5.0 3.5-7.0 5 days 

1-13 5-65 7-91 4 days 

over 13 over 65 over 91 3 days 

Add one day to the recommended spray interval if daily maximum temperatures are less than 
80°F for the previous 2-3 days.  

We know wildlife has wreaked havoc in many crops, Darcy Telenko is collecting 
damage estimates and would appreciate your feedback. Please fill in the table 
below with as much information as possible if you have had damage and are will-
ing to share. The table can be emailed Darcy at dep10@cornell.edu, faxed 716-
652-5073, or mailed to CCE Cornell Vegetable Program, Attn: Darcy Telenko, 21 S. 
Grove Street, East Aurora, NY 14052. 

Farm: Town/County: 

Contact information (Name and phone or email): 
  

Crop Variety 
Type of 
damage Wildlife 

Totals 
acreage of 

field 
% 

damage 

Estimated 
loss in 

revenue Other comments/tactics used. 

i.e. Sweet 
corn 

Latte feeding 
red-winged 
black bird 

3 20% $1000 
Utilized gas cannon during the 

day. The birds avoided the other 
variety XXX. 

                

                

                

                

                

Has Wildlife Damaged Your Vegetable Crop this Season? 

Eight sites reported this week for Western NY. European 
corn borer (ECB)-E was not caught at any of the reporting 
sites this week and ECB-Z was caught at only two sites. 
Corn earworm (CEW) and fall armyworm were caught at 
seven sites. The average FAW has increased greatly from 
last week primarily due to the  counts from the King Ferry 
site. All seven CEW sites were high enough to require a 4, 
5, or 6 day spray schedule (see table at bottom of post). 
Western bean cutworm (WBC) was caught at only one site.  

* Counts for two weeks 

ECB -  European Corn Borer  WBC -  Western Bean Cutworm 

CEW -  Corn Earworm  NA -  not available 

FAW -  Fall Armyworm  DD -  Degree Day (modified base 50F) accumulation 

WNY Pheromone Trap Catches: September 20, 2016 

WNY Sweet Corn Trap Network Report, 9/20/16 
Marion Zuefle, NYS IPM Program; http://sweetcorn.nysipm.cornell.edu 

Average sweet corn trap catches for all reporting sites from 5/31/16 - 9/20/16. 

Location ECB-E ECB-Z CEW FAW WBC 

Baldwinsville (Onondaga) NA NA NA NA NA 

Batavia (Genesee) 0 6* 15* 9* 0 

Belfast NA NA NA NA NA 

Bellona (Yates) NA NA NA NA NA 

Eden (Erie) NA NA NA NA NA 

Farmington (Ontario) 0 0 2 18 0 

Hamlin (Monroe) NA NA NA NA NA 

LeRoy (Genesee) NA NA NA NA NA 

Pavilion NA NA NA NA NA 

Penn Yan (Yates) 0 1 6 34 NA 

Ransomville (Niagara) NA NA NA NA NA 

Seneca Castle (Ontario) NA NA NA NA NA 

Spencerport (Monroe) 0 0 6 5 0 

Waterport (Orleans) NA NA NA NA NA 

Williamson (Wayne) NA NA NA NA NA 

mailto:dep10@cornell.edu
http://sweetcorn.nysipm.cornell.edu/
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Late Blight Risk Chart, 9/20/161 

1 Assuming: last fungicide spray 1 week ago; residual like chlorothalonil; susceptible variety 
2 Past week’s Simcast Blight Units (BU) (Threshold = 30 BUs ) 
3   Three day predicted Simcast Blight Units 

Weather More Favorable for Late Blight / Use the BlightPro DSS 
Carol MacNeil and John Gibbons, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 

This is my last Late Blight update in VegEdge since I’ll be retiring 
October 1st. Many other CVP staff have expertise in LB, and some 
have used the BlightPro Decision Support System (DSS). Their con-
tact information is on the back of each VegEdge issue. I have sin-
cerely enjoyed working with you on prompt communication re-
garding LB outbreaks, and on better LB control with the best fun-
gicides and the latest, most comprehensive and site specific fore-
cast tool, BlightPro, the late blight Decision Support System (DSS). 
I wish you only good weather and the best of luck in the future. (C. 
MacNeil, CVP) 

While the weather, and thus BlightPro DSS blight units, and fungi-
cide (loss) units, returned to the summer pattern two weeks ago, 
recent rains and high humidity have been more favorable for late 
blight (LB) development in the past week. Nearly all of the weath-
er station sites are at or over the 30 Blight Unit (BU) threshold, or 
will be after another day, indicating the need for a fungicide 
spray. Of those sites that have not reached the threshold a few 
have failing relative humidity (RH) sensors and are not reading 

accurately. The Elba RH sensor will be replaced this week. The Lyndonville, Lodi Standing Stone, and the Medina RH sensors are also failing 
and need replacement. For those using the full BlightPro DSS forecast, if you question the accuracy of your blight units (BU), check on the RH 
sensor at your weather station site. Go to your Input/Reports page and click on Weather Reports (below the Fungicide Record). If the RH 
doesn’t have at least several hours above 85% RH during a rain event then it’s likely failing. 

There are no new reports of LB in NYS or in surrounding states or provinces in the past week. 

It’s important that you learn about the BlightPro DSS forecast over the winter so you can use it on your farm next season. It’s much more 
accurate than going by the “seat of your pants” or the experience of the past, since no two years are ever alike. In 2016 those who followed 
the BlightPro DSS likely saved many sprays. In wetter years those who used the system may have sprayed more often than their neighbors, 
with better timing, or with longer lasting fungicides, and had better results. 

Here are your options for using LB forecasting in the future, with the BlightPro Decision Support System (DSS): 

 The BlightPro DSS website at: http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/ , watch training videos (available soon), or consult with CVP/CCE/IPM 
staff who’ve been trained. You must first get a username/password from one of the forecast developers, Ian Small, at ismall@ufl.edu Your 
varietal susceptibility and your fungicide choices are included in the calculation for the spray threshold. Overhead irrigations can also be 
added. Both recent blight favorability and fungicide weathering from weather station data, as well as a forecast for a spray threshold 
coming up in the next few days based on your field location and National Weather Service point forecasts, are provided. Text/email Alerts 
for your fields can be set up to give you advance warning of spray thresholds anticipated. 

 The quick Critical Threshold Tool at: http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/upstate for Western NY and the Finger Lakes Region. Note that 
only weather stations sites are considered. No username/password is needed.  To use it click on the nearest weather station, then find 
the date of your last fungicide application in the top menu. In the left menu find the fungicide you last used and select the susceptibility of 
your variety. The intersection of your last spray date and the fungicide used/varietal susceptibility, is the suggested date for your next 
fungicide application. The numbers in red only indicate recent, more accurate weather forecast information.   

 The BlightPro DSS-lite forecast on IPM’s NEWA website at: http://newa.cornell.edu/ Note that chlorothalonil is the assumed fungicide, 
and forecasts are only available for weather station sites. No username/password is needed. Click on Crop Pages in the top menu, then 
your crop, Potatoes or Tomatoes. Then Click on Tomato or Potato Disease Models. Answer the questions. Note that a forecast is given for 
both early blight and late blight. The first number highlighted in red for LB is the threshold for a fungicide spray. The date above it is when 
the next spray for LB should be applied.  

 Video: How to use the BlightPro Decision Support System forecast (coming soon!). This series of short videos leads you step by step 
through setting up your fields and crops on the BlightPro DSS website, and demonstrates using it to make LB control decisions. You don’t 
need a username/password to watch the videos, but you do need a BlightPro username/password from Ian Small at ismall@ufl.edu to 
actually log in to the website to get set up. 

Don’t forget the usablight.org website at: http://usablight.org/  There are current reports of LB confirmations by the county, state/province, 
instructions on how to sample, handle and ship potential LB samples, and a brief video about BlightPro DSS. 

Location1 Blight 
Units2 

9/14-9/20 

Blight 
Units3 

9/21-9/23 

Location1 Blight 
Units2 

9/14-9/20 

Blight 
Units3 

9/21-9/23 

Appleton 25 9 Lodi  NA 6 

Baldwinsville 31 20 Lyndonville NA 7 

Bergen 25 15 Medina NA 7 

Buffalo 31 7 Niagara Falls 27 12 

Ceres 31 17 Penn Yan 25 6 

Elba NA 7 Rochester 32 18 

Fairville 25 14 Sodus 25 14 

Farmington 24 8 Versailles 30 12 

Gainesville 42 13 Wellsville 33 7 

Geneva 24 11 Williamson 24 8 

Kendall 19 15 Wolcott 28 12 

http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/
mailto:ismall@ufl.edu
http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/upstate
http://newa.cornell.edu/
mailto:ismall@ufl.edu
http://usablight.org/


PAGE 8  |  VegEdge 

ist, will now cover dry beans in general. You can contact her at 585-394-3977 x404, or jrk2@cornell.edu. I have sincerely enjoyed working 
with all the members of the NYS dry bean industry, and wish you only good weather, safe harvest, and the best of luck in the future! (C. 
MacNeil, CVP) 

While the recent rain will help to replenish soil water it will only benefit the growth and development of the very latest crops. Regrowth 
should be expected on dry beans that are maturing and beginning to dry down, especially since a full set of full pods is likely not present. 
Defoliation may be needed for regrowth as well as for escaped weeds. 

Now is a good time to note the weeds that are present in your dry bean fields. Weed seed is notably long-lived, and perennial weeds stay 
right where they are without a dedicated, multi-year program to clean them up. Note which weeds escaped your weed control program 
this year, as well as the weather conditions which contributed to it (dry surface soil after application, etc.).  Make notes on the location as 
well as the species of perennials. In the future, when you’re planning to plant dry beans back into that field take a look at those records. If 
the perennials haven’t been cleaned up you may decide not to plant dry beans in that field. Your standard annual weed control program 
may be inadequate if you get too much or too little rainfall. Have a back-up plan, such as a post-emergence herbicide or cultivating, so 
you’ll have fewer escapes in the future. 

FRESH MARKET FIELD NOTES 
Brassica pests are in full force. Flea beetles in young greens plantings and plenty of cabbage worm complex going after kale and other 
plantings. 

With the wetter conditions, slugs are also kicking up and a lot of damage has been seen almost overnight. 

Stink bugs are also attacking peppers and tomatoes in greater numbers causing mostly cosmetic damage.  

Powdery mildew on winter squash and pumpkins still should be kept at bay. With the warm and sunny conditions, a new flush of fruit has 
been seen coming on and there still may be enough time for mature fruit to be harvested. Keeping the canopy going a little while longer 
will enhance this. Having extra fruit to harvest and sell will help make up for some of the losses seen this season.  

An observation on cucumbers. Where good downy mildew management was put in place, cukes are still being harvested. In our trial with 
a DM resistant variety, plants are still in good shape and producing fruit with little or no sprays. DMR 264 has performed well in our small 
trials this season. The full report will be coming out later this fall. 

POTATOES 
This is my last Potato update in VegEdge since I’ll be retiring October 1st. A committee of growers, including ESPG Assoc. reps, and CCE/CVP 
staff, will be meeting this fall/winter to determine potato extension programming in Western NY and the Finger Lakes Region. Other CVP 
staff have spent time with me in potato fields, many have potato experience, and they will be answering potato questions in the interim.  
Their contact info is on the back of VegEdge. I have sincerely enjoyed working with all the members of the NYS potato industry, and wish 
you only good weather, a safe harvest, and the best of luck in the future! (C. MacNeil, CVP) 

Vines are maturing and dying, and growers are harvesting. Be sure to wait until all foliage and vines are dead, brown and dry before har-
vest to avoid any late blight (LB) infection. Of greater concern at this time may be Pythium leak (PL) development after harvest or after 
marketing, due to the hot, humid weather. Harvest and handling result in bruises and skinning. The PL organism is ready to invade the 
broken skin. PL first causes diseased, firm but watery tissue, then bacterial soft rot comes in. Development is faster with higher tempera-
tures. Curing potatoes to heal these breaks in the skin to keep out pathogens occurs best at temperatures below 60°F, with good air 
movement. Recent weather has not provided such conditions. In addition, if you are washing tubers prior to storing or bagging, the high 
relative humidity has slowed drying time. Be sure you have new foam rollers to remove as much water as possible after washing, then be 
sure there’s lots of air movement to completely dry the tubers. Make sure they’re completely dry before putting into storage or bagging! 

Cornell plant pathologists Keith Perry and Meg McGrath inform me that there is no public list of potato seed growers traced to blackleg 
Dickeya infection. To reduce your risk of this disease be sure to buy certified seed and demand a North American Certified Seed Potato 
Health Certificate for each seed lot to check for any blackleg detections during field or winter inspections. Accept no seed from any seed 
grower traced to Dickeya this year or at any time in the past. Talk to other growers to ask if they had Dickeya infection and find out where 
they bought their seed so you can steer clear of those growers. Luckily Dickeya is not a long lived pathogen in the soil, though it can proba-
bly last from one year to the next. Finally buy seed from multiple sources (Maine, NY, Canada, etc.) and multiple growers, to hopefully 
spread the risk. State seed certification agencies and researchers are working on this problem but currently there is no good way to screen 
for it. The pathogen can be latent, present but inactive, when the tuber or plant are at cool temperatures. 

The symptoms of Potato Virus Yntn, which causes Potato Tuber Necrotic Ringspot Disease (PTNRD) on susceptible varieties are being seen 
on the variety Nadine on Long Island.  It was a first seen in our area a few years ago on Yukon Gold, a very susceptible variety, causing up 
to 25% culls. From Sandy Menasha, CCE Suffolk Co, Long Island Fruit and Vegetable Update, 9/15 – To reduce the risk of PTNRD choose 
varieties that aren’t susceptible, if possible, and buy certified seed with North American Certified Seed Potato Health Certificate paper-
work. Ideally there should be no detected PVY in the seed lot. 2% PVY in the seed can result in up to 20% infection of daughter tubers in 
the field, and 5% PVY in the seed can lead to as much as 50% infected daughter tubers. 

DRY BEANS 
This is my last Dry Bean update in VegEdge since I’ll be retiring October 
1st. My final report on the Western bean cutworm (WBC) trapping and 
scouting project will appear in a future issue. Marion Zuefle, NYS IPM 
Program, can coordinate WBC trapping in dry beans next year, as she 
does for sweet corn now. Julie Kikkert, CVP Processing Vegetable Special-

mailto:jrk2@cornell.edu


Crop Production Services 

585-589-6330  |  www.cpsagu.com 

“Profit from our Experience” 

Call 800-544-7938 for sales  
or visit www.harrisseeds.com 
A Grower Friendly Company 

Albion, NY...(585) 589-4195 
Geneva, NY...(315) 789-4450 
Genoa, NY…(315) 497-2713 
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Our Vision... “To be the first choice for 
growers in all of our marketplaces.” 
www.StokeSeeds.com 

Vegetable Seeds for Professionals 
315-789-4155 
www.bejoseeds.com 

Blake Myers, 585-303-3252 
vegetableseeds@aol.com 
www.siegers.com 

SEEDWAY Vegetable Seeds 
800-952-7333  |  www.seedway.com 

We are focused on quality seed and service! 

GROWMARK 

Growmark FS - Filling Your Crop Needs 
Elba Muck 716-474-0500  |  Caledonia 585-538-6836 
Knowlesville 585-798-3350  |  Batavia 585-343-4622 

*  Airport stations 
**  Data from other station/airport sites is at: http://newa.cornell.edu/ Weather Data, 
 Daily Summary and Degree Days. 

Weekly Weather Summary: 9/13 – 9/19/16 

Accumulated Growing Degree Days (AGDD) 

Base 50°F: April 1 – September 19, 2016 

Weather Charts 
John Gibbons, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 

American Takii, Inc. 
831-443-4901  |  www.takii.com 
180 years Creating Tomorrow Today 

  Rainfall (inch) Temp (°F) 

Location Week Month 

September 

Max Min 

Albion 0.67 1.26 82 47 

Appleton, North 0.55 1.60 81 47 

Baldwinsville 0.89 1.56 84 45 

Buffalo* 1.67 2.67 80 50 

Butler 1.33 1.92 86 44 

Ceres 0.65 1.04 81 39 

Elba 1.03 1.88 79 43 

Farmington 1.15 1.40 83 41 

Gainesville 1.18 1.62 77 39 

Geneva 1.32 1.73 84 44 

Lodi 0.88 1.43 87 45 

Niagara Falls* 0.40 0.71 82 50 

Penn Yan* 0.81 1.54 86 42 

Rochester* 1.76 1.91 85 47 

Romulus 0.76 1.78 86 48 

Silver Creek 1.64 2.15 78 48 

Sodus NA NA NA NA 

Versailles 1.74 3.09 81 45 

Williamson 0.36 0.55 84 40 

Location 2016 2015 2014 

Albion 2707 2542 2182 

Appleton, North 2413 2211 1956 

Baldwinsville 2652 2545 2323 

Buffalo 2764 2563 2283 

Butler 2630 2549 2272 

Ceres 2187 2191 1962 

Elba 2030 1929 1743 

Farmington 2502 2397 2134 

Gainesville 2061 2000 1716 

Geneva 2579 2449 2187 

Lodi 2812 2672 2417 

Niagara Falls 2933 2414 2176 

Penn Yan 2734 2591 2333 

Rochester 2799 2648 2352 

Romulus 2630 2519 2275 

Silver Creek 2567 2380 2224 

Sodus 2417 2281 2071 

Versailles 2465 2344 2142 

Williamson 2405 2337 2079 

http://www.cpsagu.com/
http://www.cropproductionservices.com
http://www.harrisseeds.com
http://www.harrisseeds.com/
http://www.helenachemical.com/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.StokeSeeds.com
http://www.stokeseeds.com/
http://www.bejoseeds.com/
http://www.bejoseeds.com
http://www.siegers.com/
mailto:vegetableseeds@aol.com
http://www.siegers.com
http://www.growmarkfs.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://newa.cornell.edu/
http://www.takii.com/
http://www.takii.com


VegEdge is the award-winning newsletter produced by the Cornell Vegetable Program in 

Western New York. It provides readers with information on upcoming meetings, pesticide 

updates, pest management strategies, cultural practices, marketing ideas and research 

results from Cornell and Cornell Cooperative Extension. VegEdge is produced every few 

weeks, with frequency increasing leading up to and during the growing season. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Robert Hadad  |  585-739-4065 cell  |  rgh26@cornell.edu   
food safety & quality, organic, business & marketing, and fresh market vegetables 

Christy Hoepting  |  585-721-6953 cell  |  585-798-4265 x38 office  |  cah59@cornell.edu   
onions, cabbage and pesticide management 

Julie Kikkert  |  585-313-8160 cell  |  585-394-3977 x404 office  |  jrk2@cornell.edu   
processing crops (sweet corn, snap beans, lima beans, peas, beets, and carrots) 

Carol MacNeil  |  585-313-8796 cell  |  585-394-3977 x406 office  |  crm6@cornell.edu   
potatoes, dry beans, and soil health 

Judson Reid  |  585-313-8912 cell  |  315-536-5123 office  |  jer11@cornell.edu   
greenhouse production, small farming operations, and fresh market vegetables 

VEGETABLE SPECIALISTS 

John Gibbons  |  716-474-5238 cell  |  jpg10@cornell.edu 

Amy Celentano  |  ac2642@cornell.edu 

PROGRAM ASSISTANTS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Angela Parr  |  585-394-3977 x426 office  |  aep63@cornell.edu 

Steve Reiners  |  sr43@cornell.edu 

For more information about our program, email  

cce-cvp@cornell.edu or visit us at CVP.CCE.CORNELL.EDU 

480 North Main Street 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

Cordelia Hall  |  ch776@cornell.edu  

Darcy Telenko |  716-697-4965 cell  |  716-652-5400 x178 office  |  dep10@cornell.edu   
soil health, weed management, fresh market vegetables, and plant pathology 

Peter Landre |  ptl2@cornell.edu 

Mariam Taleb |  mt786@cornell.edu 

mailto:cvp.cce.cornell.edu
http://cvp.cce.cornell.edu

