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Outline: Fruit Rots That Appear 

During Summer and After Harvest

Summer fruit rots: Biology and management

Black rot (Botryosphaeria obtusa)

Bitter rot (Colletotrichum sp.)

Storage-decays: Biology and management

Diseases initiated in the field (all of the above)

plus gray mold (Botrytis cinerea)

Pathogens that attack after harvest:

Blue mold (Penicillium expansum)

Gray mold (Botrytis cinerea)
CORNELL S
Hudson Valley
L A B O R A T O R Y

White rot (Botryosphaeria dothidea)



Botryosphaeria obtusa, a fungus

Å Endemic in most orchards.

Å Can infect fruit during warm rains anytime 

from petal fall to harvest.

Å Infections often remain quiescent until fruit begin to ripen.

Å Decayed areas are firm and somewhat dry.

Å Late-summer infections may appear as lenticel spots.  

Summer fruit rots: Black rot



Botryosphaeria obtusa

Å Also causes black rot 

cankers and 

frog-eye leaf spot.

Å Leaf spot is found near 

fruitlet mummies.

Å Leaf spots do not 

contribute to fruit rots.

Å Cankers occurs mostly 

on dying or compro-

mised wood colonized

by internal fungi.

Summer fruit rots: Black rot
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Fruitlet mummies left after 

thinning can provide inoculum.
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Black Rot & White Rot (Botryosphaeria sp.)

Fruitlet mummies on Honeycrisp in winter


