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Before We Begin

ÅThis is an Economic Cost Analysis

╕We take into consideration implicit costs as well as 

explicit costs

╕Common to break even in these analyses

ÅThis is a Benchmark Study

╕Assumption of prime sites for wine production

╕Adoption of recommended production and 

management practices 



Outline of Presentation

Å 2015 Cost study of four Cold Hardy grapes:

Brianna, La Crescent, Frontenac, Marquette

Å Assumptions: Land prices, Land size, Vineyard arrangement, 

Grape Yield and Prices, Capital Requirement, Interest rate, etc.

Å Establishment & Development Costs, Growing costs

Å Comparison of two regions

Thousand Islands vs. Chautauqua-Lake Erie

Å What is next?

Interactive online tool



Acknowledgements

Colleagues
Å Kevin Martin, Associate Extension Educator at Penn State 

Extension and Business Management at Lake Erie Regional 

Grape Program

Å Tim Martinson, Head of the New York State Viticulture 

Extension Program and faculty at Cornell University

Thousand Islands Chautauqua-Lake Erie

Å Sue Maring

Å Phil Randazzo

Å David Fralick

Å Kurt Hutchinson

Å Raymond Krupa

Å Dennis Rak

Å Mark Martin

Å Rick Walker

Growers Panel



A Regional Map

Source: www.newyorkwines.org

http://www.newyorkwines.org/


Regions and Varieties

Cold Hardy Grapes
Å Thrive in cold climates, bear temperatures as low as -30 F̄

Å Viticulturally-speaking outstanding 

Å First studied in University of Minnesota

Å Young history

Å Top four varieties: Marquette, La Crescent, Frontenac, and 

Brianna

Thousand Islands Chautauqua-Lake Erie

Å Relatively young history 

ïFirst cold hardy in 2002

Å Relatively small scale 

business

Å 10 vineyards today

Å Long history with focus on 

Concords

Å Lake Erie Wine Country

╕ 50 miles

╕ 30,000 acres

╕ 24 wineries

Å Wide varieties



Brianna, Frontenac ïThousand 

Islands



High Cordon ïThousand Islands


