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At least 176 test positive for coronavirus at Ventura County farmworker housing complex

By continuing to use our site, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. You can

learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy. Close b4
SpeCIal Offer DL JUI O YWECHKD

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-06-30/at-least-176-positive-coronavirus-tests-at-ventura-county-farmworker-housing-complex 112


https://www.latimes.com/california
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst_6D3MuuehiRL03odAMpAGMGm1HreMYKZOJ0ThUxJtaX3KDwXwN6OPFrgqoBNpCIUI-AMbMkOVwu1f0LCEr-rC_okWSzWxRLofdX3t9cFu5I99EgF4KB1rrcFFDx7X42OylfcQfbuiv7yi&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDUKbyyfbKXF&urlfix=1&adurl=http://a.rfihub.com/acs/b/c3Q9aHRtbCZhYT00NTUzMjUzLDExODQxMTMwMywyMDM5NjczLDExNTgyNDExMywxMzcyNjEsMTEyMjY1Myw5MDlhYjQyYmI3NDkwZjk3OGZhZGMwMTc4Mzk0MGYwYSxwLDI4MTg5LDQ0NDg0MywzOTYwMTE4MSw0MzUwOTMsMTA4NjQ3MSZtdD0xJnJiPTIwNzkmcmU9NDQ1MDEmaGNpPSZ1dWlkPTE2NDk3OTUyMTA5MDY1ODYxNDEmZGk9JmRjPTMmZGlzcmM9MCZiaXA9MjQuMTk0LjIyNy4xNjMmZGlkPXRpZF8xMTIyNjUzfG1lZF9yZWd1bGFy/n/https://act.nrdc.org/donate/trump_anti_environment_agenda/%3Fsource%3DMRDNRDCc30019_FR_c3-LAL-1900%26utm_campaign%3DLitigation%26utm_source%3Dzeta%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://www.latimes.com/
https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/

8/31/2020 176 positive coronavirus tests at Ventura farmworker complex - Los Angeles Times

LUS ANUEIES QUNES SUBSCRIBE

Farmworkers pick strawberries in a field in Oxnard. (Mel Melcon / Los Angeles Times)
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An outbreak of COVID-19 has left at least 176 residents and staff members infected atafar SUBSCRIBE ty in

Ventura County. Of the 216 tests administered to people affiliated with the facility, more thau ou .o 1cturcu pusidve.

The infected residents — all men, mostly in their 20s and 30s — either have mild symptoms or are asymptomatic.

None have been hospitalized for COVID-19, said Rigoberto Vargas, the Ventura County public health director.
The county had recorded a total of 2,926 confirmed cases as of Tuesday evening.
The outbreak at the farmworkers’ housing complex occurred at Villa Las Brisas, which provides agriculture employers

with temporary housing for their workers. The complex’s dorm-style rooms each generally house up to nine people,

Vargas said. Residents can also congregate in a common eating area, recreation room or barbecue area.
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reduce numbers in the dining hall. SUBSCRIBE

The county also took steps to curtail the spread of the virus. Its agricultural commissioner allotted 1 million masks to
farming sites. County officials sent fliers that described COVID-19 symptoms to farmworkers, and they wrote

guidelines employers could follow to prevent spread. Physicians visited farms to answer questions about the virus and

to educate workers about preventive techniques.

For several months, the measures worked: Farmworkers accounted for an average of only 2% of total positive cases, a

county statement said.

But on June 17, two residents at Villa Las Brisas tested positive for the coronavirus. Vargas was unsure how the men
had caught it.
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But then there were 12 new cases. SUBSCRIBE

Soon, the 14 COVID-positive residents were moved to an off-site motel. But within a week, more farmworkers from
three independent contractors reported COVID-19 symptoms, said a statement from Alejandro Castilla, housing

program manager at Villa Las Brisas.

“Our property manager immediately contacted Ventura County health officials,” he said.

ADVERTISEMENT

That’s when the county conducted “the full, on-site testing of the entire 200" people, which yielded the high number of

positive results, Vargas said.

Apart from the 14 residents who were moved to the motel, all other infected residents remain at the Villa Las Brisas
housing complex. Health workers attend to sick residents directly in their rooms. All of the residents who tested

negative for COVID-19 were provided alternative off-site housing.

The housing complex has implemented contact tracing, along with a review of health protocols, Castilla said, adding,

“To date, the county has not required any changes to our safety or hygiene protocols.”
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Kristi Sturgill

Kristi Sturgill was a summer 2020 reporting intern on the L.A. Now and service
journalism teams at the Los Angeles Times. She is from the Washington, D.C., area.
Sturgill is a student at Duke University, where she studies journalism, French and
political science. Previously, she has written for the Charlotte Observer, 9th Street

Journal and Duke’s student newspaper, the Chronicle.
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