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Four cases of COVID-19 have been detected among workers at a Wyman's blueberry location in Milbridge, according to the Maine CDC. It's the
third outbreak at a blueberry facility over the past week, which growers have discovered through proactive testing of workers arriving from
other locations. Credit: Robert F. Bukaty | AP

More workers at Maine’s wild blueberry farms have tested positive for the coronavirus as the
industry works to quickly identify cases of the infectionquickly identify cases of the infection in migrant workers as they arrive from out-
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of-state, bringing the total number of con�rmed cases to 23.

Four cases of the disease have now been reported among workers at Wyman’s of Maine in Milbridge,
according to state health o�cials. The cases were detected as the company tested newly arrived
workers as the blueberry harvest season picks up. The company had tested nearly 170 people, Nirav
Shah, director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, said Tuesday afternoon.

Moreover, additional cases of the coronavirus have been detected at two other businesses that
already had con�rmed outbreaks — a distinction that means they have three or more positive cases.

Read local!
All BDN readers enjoy 5 free articles.

Interested in more?
SUBSCRIBE NOW FOR UNLIMITED ACCESS

Register

FOR 3 MORE ARTICLES EVERY MONTH

Skip

Our cookies are not evil. Bangor Publishing Company does not sell any user information to any third
parties. By continuing to use this site, you give your consent to our use of cookies for analytics,
personalization and ads. Learn More

Accept

https://bangordailynews.com/2020/07/28/news/hancock/covid-19-outbreak-reported-at-hancock-county-blueberry-processor/
https://bangordailynews.com/subscribe/?_ptid=%7Bjcx%7DH4sIAAAAAAAAAI1R32vCMBD-X_JsIJekbZI30U6HOJVt4mtMUo3U2rWpimP_-9oyB8Iedg8Hd98Pju8-kfYWKfQOrzRcV1QGNECl3rm1d5fnDqGEEkwEZtB1KjAIHIHEw8X0Zkf1bVLS-Wa0CTjJKGecc5exmFOQmkEsIoiEgcQYKVpjdy1d5V1hXG-dbl5m6XhDn-hIPqDp1Zkm-FPR00AQYa2I8h0mbdFAeZZbv42Ph1PzYcuyiJl50A_Nr7jeny6LLHPVagxrDnKZTlZjkbT0va7f3LHMdXBIhapxAxR-5l65eJtO5tGMLJL-uju21pXXRegoRZPnA2T0sdR-V9T3xdnXvsfRGf-ZHqV4SdlhPEztcjtZpQbO_0nPl907YsJV3MagAEAobmimhNlyFYGxSsZCqISxqKU3tauGO1eEVmUvXUAh5EhBJIWMGSPk6xu7avnb_QEAAA
https://www.rhone.com/products/five-pocket-commuter-pant?utm_objective=ret&utm_campaign_type=r&utm_source=tradedesk&utm_medium=cpm&utm_aud=AUD-1061&td_campaignid=ifqx5a9&td_adgroupid=dlcpgjf&td_creativeid=ji3zk0df&td_publisherid=45&td_site=bangordailynews.com&td_type=display
https://bangordailynews.com/privacy/


8/31/2020 Another Maine blueberry farm detects COVID-19 cases among newly arrived workers

https://bangordailynews.com/2020/08/04/news/down-east/another-maine-blueberry-farm-detects-covid-19-cases-among-newly-arrived-workers/ 5/8

There are now 10 con�rmed cases of the virus among workers at Hancock Foods in the town of
Hancock, up from eight last Thursday, according to the Maine Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. And there are nine con�rmed cases at Merrill Blueberry Farms in Ellsworth, up from
three late last week when the outbreak was �rst reported.

At Wyman’s, President and CEO Tony Shuman said the company has worked with the Maine Mobile
Health Program to comprehensively test workers as they arrive this year. 

“The pre-emptive screening of these employees is working exactly as intended,” he said. “As soon as
these cases were identi�ed, immediate action was taken to move and isolate the individuals, and
anyone traveling with them, into pre-designated quarantine locations. While quarantined, they will
be provided the personal and medical care they need, through our relationship with local public
health o�cials, and they will still receive compensation.”

He added, “We only have one month to bring in the fruit that we’ll sell for the next 12 months, and
our goal from the start has been to do so as safely and e�ectively as possible.”

Nirav Shah, director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, said that the harvest
workers who test positive are now being o�ered housing at an unidenti�ed location in Bangor where
they can safely stay until they are recovered from the infection. That is meant to prevent the spread
of the infection among other workers.

About 50 newly arrived agricultural workers are receiving temporary housing at that location, said
Robert Long, a Maine CDC spokesman.
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BDN writer Bill Trotter contributed reporting.
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